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DUKE ELLINGTON and his Famous Orchestra

EXSIEEINIGET ©N

This Is ene port  |[maG
of a Ihres:parl album

SHOWCASE

The Duke herein combines superb soloists and tunes In shining showcases,

custom-made In the royal Ellington manner,

Duke Ellington has long been a charter-resident in the
Juzz critics’ Hall of Fame. As an arranger and song
writer he is one of Jnzz's ruling figures, Yet Duke would
deserve his acelaim If he had given us no more than the
Ellington band, Through this orchestra has run a golden
thread of extremely talented soloists, most of whom
puined their musical maturity, as well as their fame,
playing with Ellington,

One of the reasons that this band has spawned so
many name jnzzmen Is Duke's specinl knonck with that
concerto of juzz, the showease: arrangements custom
made to show a soloist at his best. Usually these Elling
ton showceases are so form-fitting that they are wedded
10 0 particular soloist for eternity. Witness those created
for Bubber Miley, Sam Nanton, and Cootie Willinms,

This album contains showcases wrought with the
same skill of old, with added touches of modernity, And
us before, the showcases exhibit not only superb solo-
ists, but fine songs and the band itself,

HARLEM AIR SHAFT

Showensing trumpeter CLARK TERRY (from St. Louls « with All
Star Navy Band durlng the war « four years with Dasle « Jolned
Duke {n fall 'S1), Getting off (o a fast start, Elington chooses
one of his clnssics, and his fiery young band treats it 1o the best
outing yet, The excellent cooperation Terry gets from the thythm
section puts him fn delightful humor. His soloing Is light-footed
and delicate, as If he were dancing on a slack-wire

SERIOUS SERENADE
Showeasing barltone saxophonist HARRY CARNEY (Iloston born
« Jolned Duke at sixteen In '26), Carney Is the senfor Ellington

Ideman, and Jazz's first great barltone sax sololst, Carney's rich,
durk tone makes him seem to be falrly dieseling (hrough this
excellent vehicle, bullt especlally for him.

DON'T EVER SAY GOODBYE

Showcnsing THE ELLINGTON CLASS, A torchy tune comes
through with o smart and pretty mood, thanks mostly (o some
wmbling, chiming plano from Duke and well mannered trumpet
from Willle Cook (born in East Chicago, Ind, « worked with
Jay MeShann, Earl Hines, Diz « Jolned Duke In fall of 'S1), The
sectlons stay alert and the whole band hits with a clean edge,
sounding handsome.

BIG DRAG

Showeasing THE ELLINGTON DRIVE, As closing time rolls
around, the Ellington band tlffs brisk and cheery. Highly ¢om
mendable tenor by Paul Gonsalves (from Doston « worked with
Basle, Diz « Jolned Duke In '50), buoyant clarinet by Hamilton,
frisky trumpet from Cook, and hard-hitting brass combine to
show what a band this Is: dynamie and unified, A crowning
touch to n royal doneert

Plano: Duke Ellington, Bass: Mimmy Wood, Drumis: Dave Dlnck
Trumpets: Cat ) o K, Ray Nance, Clark

Terry
Trombones: Drite Woodman, Quentin Jackson, John Saunders
Saxophones: Harry Carney, Jimmy Hamilton, Paul Gonsulyes,
Il Procope, Rick Henderson

HARLEM AIR SHAFT: composed by Duke Ellington; recorded
In Chicago, May 17, 1955, SERIOUS SERENADE: composed by
Duke Ellington; recorded in Chicago, May 17-18, 1955

DON'T EVER SAY GOODBDYE!: mposed by Duke Ellington

recor In Chicago, December 29, 1953, Billy Strayhorn added
as ensemble planist, Wendell Marshall replaces Wood on basy
DIG DRA omposed by Duke Ellington; recorded In Chicago,
July 1, 1953, Juan Tizol replaces Saunders on trombone, Marshall
replaces Wood on bass, Butch Dallard replaces Black on drims
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