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JIMMY BLANTON spent only a little over two years
In Duke Ellington's orchestra —from Decomber 1939 to
the spring of 1942 — yet In that brlef period he transformed
the technique of bass-playing In Jazz, Previously the
Instrument had rarely done more than mark two, four or
eight beats within the bar, ' The 2l-ye.1r-'old bassist from
St. Louls was not content with this. Somaetimes Inserting
triplets and sixteonths, at others skipping a beat, he
brought a new subtlety to string-bass playing.

DUKE ELLINGTON'S orchestra
around Its bassist. -For many years Wellman Braud filled

has lenyl plvoted
that Important role; after his departure Ellington even
used two bass-players for a time. When Blanton left Fate
Marable's band to take Billy Taylor's place, he not only
Joined the greatest orchestra In |azz history but brought
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to |t a complotely original conception of the function to be
performed by one of Its most vital Instrumentallsts,
BLANTON'S solo-playlng—rarely heard within the
frame-work of Ellington's orchaestrations — Is shown at Its
with Duke
Ellington at the plano. Using the full resources of his

most Inventlve In these dudts recorded
Instrument, bowing as well as playing plzzicato, Blanton .
croated an aglle and melodic solo line. Hlis virtuoso style «
Is reflected today In the work of most modern bassists,
It was Indeed a tragedy that so brilllant a musiclan should
die at the early age of 24,

DUKE ELLINGTON'S qualities are too well-known to
need cataloguing, On these four tracks his plano unites
with Blanton's string-bass In an unconventional jazz partner-
ship, creating music of sensitivity, wit and plquancy,
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