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Outalda thero was tha raln and the bone-freezing chill of November In Manchester, Englar tho concert
pautiful. Duko wa allve and well, and ) hosira was playing with all the flaring that han on

cal miracle of our century found hin vocation of band-leader oxiraordinary fifty yoa

It was ono of many nights 1o emambar during the orchostra's British and Europaan four of 1960, Duka playod two concert
vd show ho tegaled the audior
tions, sfayod an ancore Jarattonly fanaclonny Hoopeshad Iodiind b shurien eierd

approaching lon, atch ihout Inlorvals, At the secor

away, and thon, past 1 mall back roc ton 1o the wholo rumbustious evening played back to him on tape

The men In the small back r Jagod with dials and ¢ roduction toam who helpod
10 creato this albu m i cortn at Manchostor and " Iy, oy ik )roat
ard, F dy

Sootla’s. That h 1s: Boautll

1 joa of rocording th con o who t0d the British
tour, on Novembor 23, Liborty/UA AAR Managor N
engineer (Bob Auger) and the wholo doal, On Novembor 25 and Novambor

ol Walkor h s oquipment, hin recording

Tharo are a wholo anonn why what was caplured on fapa thone two nighta Is ver way, Duka's 70th
blrthday milaston chod In Aprll, 1000—-an ovont symbc c a fabulous White
House bn y Prosidont Nix b not beon recordd In England o And wdloncon on It
important tour he 1 jhtost jowels within his Imporial c

The o 0 brilliantly rostated b ra, formod the heart
ow mon. woro vonings, tho k

edibly gruollin
nd thi Duko's background for 40
1 compositiona~groat popular songs

not to mantion the sacred music which has meant so much to him In recent yoars b wr remarkablo 4 mwv

Not for Ellington the quiet retreal, amotion racolloctad In tranquillity, His drawing-board ha: ho ovornight rall coach, dim-lit

backs of hotol menus, glass walls of recoiding studios, o the telophono, which fton tha agoncy by which ho and

m, his collaborating genlus for nearly 30 yoars, would got together to compose somothing whon they wore soparatod

Stanloy Dance, tho greal jazz chroniclor, once obsarvod: “No other composar of noto In any flold has over worked of travellod 8o
y wh ntinuing 1o lead a band of acknowledged virtuos!

Virtwosl, indaod, for In grappling with tho many facota of Elington's gonius, hs Is anothr of th wondors, Not only hao
he held a largo Jazz o ra togother for ovor 40 yoars, but that orchestra has malntainod inlque and r0cog
charactor, with a nuclous which has remained moro or loss constant olthor in name Johnny Hodgon, Lawrance

Brown, and othors—or certainly In kind. Ellington's musiclans aro usually the groatest

Tho band he brought to Europo was, though, particularly Intaresting, for It Included the orga dding further tone
coloura on some numbors 1o Ellington's already rich palolto, s w a ol with tho trombor
soction, playing trombono parts, and turnod out to be a tonor sax o

1 supposo that somo hard-core Ellington fans will wondor about auch Incomars, ospaclally that organ, Foar nc
oniod an opporiunily for a brillant ro-croation of past marvls lio Azuro, with J nny Hodgas goliing In on the act
ootlo Willlams a nice olo and Cat Andorson tho chance to blow ano of his aual Incrodiblo stratosphoric
581 Gouniarmolnt 1o e oan
Wild Bl earne pplauso—and so did Turnay, who on the all-tenor featura In Triplicato threatened 1o outblow (and maybe

caodad In doing 80) both Paul Gonsalves and Harold Ashby, Duko's roplacoment for the doparted Jimmy Hamilton

The more venerable membaors of the porhaps, forgive mo for mont! boys first. But what fro
tlvas can enhance thoso w o adornad the brilllance of Hodge oy, Procope and C

Gonsalv 5 o1 courso—Paul Gonsalvos

numbars, Cat reaching Impos s Hodges sindousty and

Things Aln't (which Is tho tune of Morcer, Duke's son)

Bul It was the oldor hands In now conloxta which 6o often during thoso ¢ provided the moments to hoard

Russoll Procope, for Instance, as the load In 4:30 Bluos, which was cortainly a now place of Ellingtonia for me.Ho de

Duko, "'say whothor It's 4:30 a.m. or p.m, It Just could bo he's complaining about the price

This ploce starts with a lovely clarinot trio (A >rocopo 1) boforo Procope takes ovor on hi
backed by grave, lamenting brass, It's 1 \ oatod by Jimmy Hamilton and Barnoy
Bigard, and the feeling of tho bluos w t 1 olf 1 ith the band kooping
tha backing tight and muscular

All thase mon and these moladios form

turod body and soul by Ellington's music for many yoa:

concalve of any othor way of life

“What Is thoro 10 retiro 107" he once obsarved whon askod

sights and soa the poople, You can't beal that, The road

Just where | koop my mail-box

Golng his own way, making music 1o please himsolf, mu

a long line, both sums up the man's music and says m
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