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Elington and his Orchestra performed for the 10,000 seat D.C.
Armory, in his hometown of Washngtor C As Hingtor s wil of course remember,
Elington had an incredivle rebirth at the Newport Jazz stival the next year, after
reacquiring alto saxophone star J‘ohnny Hodges and his writing partner, the great Billy
Strayhorn. New drummer Sam Woodyard wouild alse prove to ¢ va ie pars of the
new Elington sound, but as this concert is from 1955, none of 'hf-se changes had as yet
taken place. which is why this performance is so very sigrificant to the Elington aficonado.
performance we have the great alio saxophonist Rick Hendersor Wwho Wwas a very
ranger as well as bl =hop altoist. H € get to near a rare gimpse of his playing
ng or: Ai‘ Thp T'ws'ws You Are”. He was not featured as the band's lead alto, as
Wilie Smith and then Hilton
erson g)kayﬂd lead i ﬁw ba . We alsc hear from the great drummer Dave Biack, for
whem Strayhom composed and arra gej bun' ld Y( b and nere he is most
ingly heard in his :nte'pwtat-o 9 Perdido is used as a
swinging vehicle for C erry 4 ¢ and sa story 1€l aiong with some
sicedar commentary by other brass ¢ f : Wre ran, “Just
Soueeze Me" features Ray Nance's soutfully ;wagger‘w SingiNg
the “pep section” (brass with phunge: squeere 5o much }( fice out
should e a crime! Cat Andersan <k
and prowiery of ° ga /
descriptive introduction of the 1946 composition *apr)y br—Lu |
his subliminal shot at e f saxophonist Jimmy Torrest, sentially
‘borrowed” the main ther or his huge hit record "Night Train” More great
Ray MNance vocals on "A Train’. the very song he recorded his very famous trumpet soio
on, dut this is the early 50's version of course, complete with an edble performance by
tenor sax giant Paul Gonsaives. The tune called “ John Sanders’ Bues” anpears to
be a slight reworking of “Happy Go-Lucky Local’ part 1, again from the 1946 composition,
Deeo South Stite
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