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Alice Blue Gown atin Doll
Who's Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf Lady in Red

Got a Date with an Angel Indian Love Call
Poor Butterfly

Satan Takes a Holids
The Peanut Vendor

The Donkey Serenade
Gypsy Love Song

Laugh, Clown, Laugh

A couple of seasons ago the Elling-
ton bapd was encamped at the Ameri-
cana Hotel in Miami Beach, playing
nightly, except Sunday, in the hotel's
own beautiful supper club, the Bal
Masque. Duke, always adaptable to his
environment, played for dancers in
the best dance-band tradition and be-
gan referring to himself and his fif-
teen jazz-poll winners as “Duke El-
lington, his piano and his orchestra.”
And, playing this new role to the ut-
most, he introduced new arrangements
featuring himself at the piano, play
ing of all things, other people’s songs.

And, inspired by the room’s mas-
querade decor, Duke fashioned his own
musical masquerade of twelve

Alice and the wolf, an ar

a butterfly and a peanut

satin doll and a donkey, the lady in
red with her Indian, and a gypsy and
a clown all paraded by, while Duke,
dressed like Carmen Cavallaro, sat at
the piano and hosted the purty. This
is the recording of that famous afair,
featuring the full Ellington band .and
soloists in a program of a dozen dance-
able standards, all in costume, never
dressed quite like this before.

For instance, Alice Blue Gown leads
the way into the Bal Masque, with

Duke's piano in the foreground and a
satin sax chorus by Johnny Hodges
As the dancers around the handstand
applaud, the wolf HMingtlon ar
rangement urrives, Who's Afraid of
the Big Bad Wolf? i possibly the least
song you'd ever expect to
Wl play, and of cou
played it, with solos by Clark
Terry on trampet and Paul Gonzalvey
on tenor suxophone, And it swings like
mad.

Duke presents Got a Date with an
Angel first with saxes and muted brags
in the Hal Kemp tradition, then he
comes as close a8 he ever does (o play
ing someone else's melody on the piano,
and finally abandons the tune enti
to romp through u
Butterfly features Jimmy Hamilton on
clarinet, as the butterfly, with Ray

ance on violin and finally

L chorus. Poor

nzalves
on tenor saxophone. Satan Takes a
Holiday beging at both ends of the
piano and later takes off with Harry
Carney on baritone saxophone, and
the whole band. The final masquerade
on this first side is the familiar Peanut
Vendor, with Ray Nance on trumpet,
and a wild Latin rhythm,

Intermission at the Bal Masque
gives Duke time to change from a blue

od and
yollow one, while his guests stroll
out to the Americana pool and wonder
how cold it is in New York, Then it's
time for the rest of the masquerade,
led this time by Duke's own Satin Doll,
the newest of the Ellington tunes to

and green plaid jucket to o

hecome w standard. It features Duke
and Jimmy Woode on busy and de
eribes w girl who, as Duke
out, is as pretty on the inside as sh
in on the outside,

pointed

Next @s Lady in Red, with solos
by Jimmy Hamilton on clarinet and
Clark Terry on flugelhorn. Indian Love
Call fentures Duke's wonderful piano
obbligato, with Shorty Buker's trampet,

Jimmy Hamilton's clar and the

trio of “Butter” Jackson and John

Sanders, trombones, and Harry Car-
ney, bass clarinet. As an encore for
Juckson, he plays Donkey Serenade
s trombone con plunger solo. Gypsy
Love Song is Victor Herbert's classic,
and Duke fentures his own gypsies,
Nance on violin and Johnny

, alto saxophone, in what an-

ra call u haunting rendition,

nally, Harry Carney plays the clown
Laugh, Glown, Laugh, with more of
lington's piano interlude
ing final
quernde

a swing-
to this very special mas-

In recording Duke Ellington at the
Bal Masque we've satisfied at least
three types of requests Duke has had.
For you who have asked why he doesn’t
play more piano, he does. For you who
like to dance, here are a dozen danc
able performances by a band which
likes to play for dancers. And for all of
you who didn’t think Who's Afraid of
the Big Bad Wolf? could swing, now
you know it can.
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