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BLUES IN ORBIT
DUKE ELEINGTON A HIS AWARD WINNERS

Tho time is midnight, Decomber 2, 1050, The place, the CBS following midnight. Things were pretty much the same as the night
Studio on East 30th Street. The band, Duke Ellington's. Recording at hefore, steak, black coffeo with halves of lemon, American cheese, two

this hour may scom strange to some, but to Duke and his Band no halves of grapefruit, and o hamburger for me (Ill chango my diet

hour of recording is strange or better than any other hour for record next time) and no copyist

ing, It could just as well have heen at 8:00, as was the case with Duke's When Duke finished recording the eighth selection the second

Festival Session” CBS 8441 Actually, the reasons for this night, he said, Teo, 1 guess that's it.”" My first reply was, “We only have

late recording hour were Duke's busy schedule and the unavailability eight, Duke

of 30th Street at an earlier hour. (This studio hardly shuts down at He sald, “Don’t you have two from the other two sessions?”

all; it is virtually an around-the-clock operation.) I'm not sure, Duke. Please, for me, would you do one more?”
Well this particular night, things started to settle down after 0.K Let's go guys,” and ho finished out in a blazo of glory

the first take, and from then on it was a wailing session. One blues tunc with a blowing blues featuring most of his men

after another was recorded until it was time for Duke's dinner at about 1 wonder what happened to the copyist

2:00. Duke Ellington, in a way, is like Stravinsky or Picasso in that he

The sizzling steak arrived along with two portions of American never settles for the comfortable way. He is always secking and trying
cheese, two halves of grapefruit, one large jar filled with black coffec new ways, both with his band and the pen, with which to broaden his
and halves of lemon, and a small hamburger for me, I'm a little plump musical horizons, Every album, every performance with Duke is a
anyway, but I think I'll try Duke's diet next time. memorable one. There just doesn't seem to be any limit to his crea

We resumed recording after Duke had eaten part of his dinner tiveness.
after everyone had a breather, and after 1 had picked out my policy Some of you may not be able to hear this album before purchasing
number for the following day it because of one thing or another but, take it from me, it's wonderful

“What's the name of the noxt one, Duke?” was my question over This might be a little presumptuous of me, but, novertheless—man, it's
the intercom. “It's Smada,” replicd Duke great!

O.K, stand by, please.” And then we were recording again and Primarily, this is a blues album. There's no denying that the blues
swinging, The session finished around 5:00 with five groat new num can bo happy as well as sad,
bers on tape. Why only five in five hours? Well, Duke and Billy Stray as tonal, You have them all here, and all by Duke Ellington and his
horn had to take time out to write parts for the band since the copyist Award Winners, Why Award Winners? BECAUSE THEY ARE|
was nowhere to be found. We continued recording this album the Notes by Tro Maceno

fast as well as slow, and dissonant as well
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Thia CBS High Fidelity recording i scientifically designed to p he phonograph of your choice, new or old. If you are the owner of

terooph yatem, th d will play with W can purehase this record with no fear of its becoming obsolete in the future.
@ mew atereophonic aystem, this record will play with eve v
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