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SHARPIE (Mills)

(M-878-2)

SWING PAN ALLEY (Ellington-Williams)
(M-879-1)

A BLUES SERENADE (Parish-Signorelli-Grande-Lytell)
(M-880-1)

LOVE IN SWINGTIME (Lambert-Richards-Mills)
(M-881-1)

PLEASE FORGIVE ME (Ellington-Gordon-Mills)
(M-882-2)

LAMBETH WALK (Furber-Gay)

(M-883-1)

PRELUDE TO A KISS (Mills-Gordon-Ellington)
(M-884-1)

HIP CHIC (Ellington)

(M-885-1)

BUFFET FLAT (Ellington)

(M-886-1)

PRELUDE TO A KISS (Mills-Gordon-Ellington)
(M-887-1)

THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT AN OLD LOVE (Mills-Fien-Hudson)
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(M-889-1)

KRUM ELBOW BLUES (Ellington-Hodges)
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TWITS AND TWERPS (Ellington-Stewart)
(M-898-2)

MIGHTY LIKE THE BLUES (Feather)
(M-899-2)

JAZZ POTPOURRI (Ellington)

(M-947-1)

T.T. ON TOAST (Ellington-Mills)

(M-948-1)

BATTLE OF SWING (Ellington)

(M-949-2)

I’'M IN ANOTHER WORLD (Ellington-Mills-Gordon)
(M-950-2)

HODGE PODGE (Hodges-Ellington)
(M-951-1)

DANCING ON THE STARS (Mills-Ellington)
(M-952-1)

WANDERLUST (Hodges-Ellington)
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12-19-38

12-19-38

12-19-38

12-19-38

12-19-38

12-19-38

12-19-38

(M-890-1)
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DUKE ELLINGTON AND HIS ORCHESTRA
1938

fter the artistic peak of 1937, several of Duke Ellington’s numerous 1938-39 recordings show a certain lack of

Aorigmality The Swing Craze in America, climaxed by Benny Goodman's triumphant Carnegie Hall Concert in
January 1938, somehow seemed to affect Ellington’s creativity. He began to rely more frequently on the same

formula as his rivals, not always in totally convincing manner. Nevertheless, throughout his career, Duke Ellington never
stopped writing, arranging and recording music of the highest quality.
Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington was bom in Washington, D.C., on April 29, 1899. While still at high school, he
began playing in his native city. He soon organized his first little group, “The Duke's Serenaders”, including Otto
Hardwick and Arthur Whetsol, both of whom were to remain with him for many years. Duke Ellington first came to
New-York in 1923 with “The Washingtonians”, then still led by Elmer Snowden. A year later, the highly ambitious Duke
Ellington took over the group and worked with it successfully at the “Kentucky Club” until 1927. The developing band's
most successful engagement, at the “Cotton Club”, lasted until 1931, when the fledgling Cab Calloway Orchestra took
over their spot. Duke Ellington’s first tour to England, Scotland and France in 1933 proved an immense personal and
musical triumph. During the thirties, the Duke and his Orchestra travelled extensively in the United States, and their
second visit to Europe six months before the outbreak of war enabled many of their admirers to hear the band in the
fiesh. Many agree that by 1940 the orchestra had reached its artistic peak. The band's first Camnegie Hall concert in
January 1943 was followed by innumerable appearances at the world's most famous theatres. Duke Ellington was
fortunately able to continue his regular tours around the globe until a short time before his death on May 24, 1974 -
one month after celebrating his 75th birthday.
This volume of the recordings of Duke Ellington in chronological order opens with the two remaining sides from Cootie
Williams' fifth session as leader. “Sharpie”, like “Love In Swingtime” by the full orchestra, includes a vocal by Scat Powell
“Lambeth Walk” ranks among the odder entries in Duke's discography: a British dance hit, it was introduced into America,
but never took on. Probably a concession to his record company, this remains by far the best version of what was for
several years the unofficial British national anthem ! The “Prelude To A Kiss" that follows is, however, a real masterpiece:
one of Duke Ellington's most beautiful ballads and his best composition of the period. In September 1938, Rex Stewart
recorded his “Twits And Twerps”, later to be retitled “Boy Meets Hom". At the same session, the band also cut Leonard
Feather's “Mighty Like The Blues”, first recorded by a Benny Carter group in Holland the year before (see Classics 552).
Bamey Bigard and Cootie Williams are the soloists, aided by a few bars of impressionist piano at the beginning and end.
“Battle Of Swing” features more Bigard, plus a hot solo from Rex Stewart. The CD ends with another batch of wonderful
songs interpreted by the inimitable johnny Hodges - dreamy ballads, beautiful music! To be continued..
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DISCOGRAPHY DUKE ELLINGTON 1938

COOTIE WILLIAMS AND HIS RUG CUTTERS: Cootie Williams-t/Johnny Hodges-ss-as/Otto Hardwick-as-
bsx/Bamney Bigard-cl-ts/Harry Carney-bar/Duke Ellington-p/Billy Taylor-sb/Sonny Greer-d/Scat Powell-v.

New York, August 2, 1938.
Vocalion 4324

Vocalion 4425

M-878-2 Sharpie - vSP
M-879-1 Swing Pan Alley

DUKE ELLINGTON AND HIS FAMOUS ORCHESTRA: Duke Ellington-p-a dir. Wallace Jones-Cootie Williams-
t/Rex Stewart-c/Joe “Tricky Sam” Nanton-Lawrence Brown-tb/Juan Tizol-vtb/Barney Bigard-cl/Johnny Hodges-
cl-ss-as/Harry Carney-cl-as-bar/Otto Hardwick-as-bsx/Fred Guy-g/Billy Taylor-sb/Sonny Greer-d/Scat Powell-v.
New York, August 4, 1938.
Brunswick 8221

Brunswick 8200

Brunswick 8256

M-880-1 A Blues Serenade
M-881-1 Love In Swingtime - vSP
M-882-2 Please Forgive Me

DUKE ELLINGTON AND HIS FAMOUS ORCHESTRA: Powell omitted.

New York, August 9, 1938.
Brunswick 8204

Brunswick 8204

Brunswick 8221

Brunswick 8231

M-883-1 Lambeth Walk
M-884-1 Prelude To A Kiss
M-885-1 Hip Chic
M-886-1 Buffet Flat

JOHNNY HODGES AND HIS ORCHESTRA: Cootie Williams-t/Lawrence Brown-tb/Johnny Hodges-as/Harry
Camey-bar (2 first titles only)/Duke Ellington-p/Billy Taylor-sb/Sonny Greer-d/Mary McHugh-v.

New York, August 24, 1938.
Vocalion 4386

Vocalion 4351

Vocalion 4386

Vocalion 4351

M-887-1 Prelude To A Kiss - vMM

M-888-1 There’s Something About An Old Love - vMM
M-889-1 The Jeep Is Jumpin’

M-890-1 Krum Elbow Blues

DUKE ELLINGTON AND HIS FAMOUS ORCHESTRA: Duke Ellington-p-a dir. Wallace Jones-Cootie Williams-
t/Rex Stewart-c/Joe “Tricky Sam” Nanton -Lawrence Brown-tb/Juan Tizol-vtb/Bamney Bigard-cl/Johnny Hodges-
cl-ss-as/Harry Carney-cl-as-bar/Otto Hardwick-as-bsx/Fred Guy-g/Billy Taylor-sb/Sonny Greer-d.
New York, September 2, 1938.
FDC 1003 (LP)
Brunswick 8231

M-898-2 Twits And Twerps
M-899-2 Mighty Like The Blues

DUKE ELLINGTON AND HIS FAMOUS ORCHESTRA: same.

New York, December 19, 1938.
Brunswick 8293
Columbia 37296
Brunswick 8293

M-947-1 Jazz Potpourri
M-948-1 T.T. On Toast
M-949-2 Battle Of Swing

JOHNNY HODGES AND HIS ORCHESTRA: Cootie Williams-t/Lawrence Brown-tb/Johnny Hodges-ss*-as/Harry
Carney-bar/Duke Ellington-p/Billy Taylor-sb/Sonny Greer-d.
New York, December 19, 1938.
Vocalion 4622
Vocalion 4573
Vocalion 4622
Vocalion 4573

M-950-2 I'm In Another World
M-951-1 Hodge Podge
M-952-1 Dancing On The Stars
M-953-1 *Wanderlust
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1 Sharpie M-878-2)  08:02-38 2:42 12 The Jeep Is Jumpin’ (M-889-1)  08-24-38 2:24
2 Swing Pan Alley (M-879-1)  08-02-38 2:33 13 Krum Elbow Blues (M-890-1)  08-24-38 2:33
3 A Blues Serenade (M-880-1)  08-04-38 2:19 14 Twits And Twerps iM-898-2;  09-02-38 2:35
4 Love In Swingtime (M-881-1)  08-04-38 2:23 15 Mighty Like The Blues iM-899-2;  (9-02-38 2:34
5 Please Forgive Me M-882-21  0804-38 2:47 16 Jazz Potpourri (M-947-1)  12-19-38 2:54
6 Lambeth Walk (M-883-1;  08-09-38 2:24 17 T.T. On Toast (M-948-1} 12-19-38 2:46
7 Prelude To A Kiss (M-884-11  0809-38 2:57 18 Battle Of Swing (M-949-2)  12-19-38 2:54
8 Hip Chic (M-885-11  08-09-38 2:53 19 I'm In Another World (M-950-2)  12-19-38 2:59 i
9 Buffet Hat M-886-1)  08-09-38 2:23 20 Hodge Podge (M-951-1)  12-19-38 2:33
10 Prelude To A Kiss (M-887-1)  08-24-38 2:38 21 Dancing On The Stars (M-952-1)  12-19-38 2:52
11 There's Something About An Old Love 22 Wanderlust (M-953-1)  12-19-38 2:57

(M-888-1)  08-24-38 2:38

1, 2 COOTIE WILLIAMS AND HIS RUG CUTTERS. 3 TO 9, 14 TO 18 DUKE ELLINGTON
AND HIS FAMOUS ORCHESTRA. 10 TO 13, 19 TO 22 JOHNNY HODGES AND HIS ORCHESTRA.
1,4 SCAT POWELL VOCAL. 10, 11 MARY McHUGH VOCAL.

ALSO AVAILABLE BY DUKE ELLINGTON : CLASSICS 539 (1924-27), 542 (27-28), 550 (28), 559 (28-29),
569 (29), 577 (29-30), 586 (30), 596 (30 Vol. 2), 605 (30-31), 616 (31-32), 626 (32-33), 637 (33),
646 (33-35), 659 (35-36), 666 (36-37), 675 (37), 687 (37 Vol. 2), 700 (38) & 717 (38 Vol. 2).
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