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DUKE ELLINGTON
““Concert of Sacred Music’’

PERSONNEL & DATES D'ENREQISTREMENT |
(A) Coolle Willama, Willam "Gt Andatean,
ot Ellinglon, Harbia Jonos (ip), |
Buster Coopor, Quantin
Chuck”  Connors (b,
Procopo (an, cl) Johnny Hodges (as), Paul
o (t8), Jimmy Hamilion (cl, 1s), Harry
arnoy (ua), John Lamb (b), Loula Hellson
(dm), Duke Ellington (p)
(w) Brock Petara (Vocal)
(©) The Horman MaCoy Cholr (voc
(0) Enthor Marrow (vooal)
(#) Jimmy MoPhall (vocal)
(F) Duke Ellington (plana solo)
(@) Bunny Briggs (tap-dancing)
Fifth Avenuo Proabyterlan Church, New York,
Decombor 20, 196

En 1005, Duke Ellington oot Invitd par Daan
C.J. Bartlott ot lo Rdvarond John 8, Yaryan b pré
gontor un concarl do smusluo sacréas 4 la
Graca Cathadral do San Fr o pour célobrar
Fachévoment ot la consdcratlon do colto grande
cathddrale 8piscopale oitude sur Nob Hill, ontre
California Siroet ot Sacramanto Hill, «Mainte
nant, dit alors Ellington, ja vals pouvolr exprimer
A cavur ouvert co quo Ja mo ouls dit jusqu'd pro:
sont & mol-mdma & gonoux »
Lo concart a llou 1o 10 septombro 1905, Il ost
donnd & nouvoau fo 20 décombro b I'Eglisa
prosbythdrienna do la Cinquidme avonua do No
York. La fantastique succds do coa doux promio:
108 manisfostations provoquo lour rpétition, do
Covantry (Anglotorro) & Baltimore, do Boston &
Grand Rapids, Con concorts, qu'll'va ranouvolor
au coura dos ans, ol pour l0squals Il ne v cossor
d'dcriro do nouvallos pldc lour trolsiome
mouturo fut enrgistrde pour RCA & I'Abbaye do
Waostminator on 1973 au cours do la dornlore tour-
ndo du Duko on Europo — complalont pour lo
composltour parmi 108 uvros los plus Importan-
108 do sa carridro, |1 faut on offol comprondro
qu'Ellington, famoux sbon vivants dovant
I'Etarnol — Ia sensuollo pulpositd do sa musiquo
on'témolgno — fut aussl outo ea vie un hommao
profonddmont croyant. II oxprimalt ainel cotto
ol
«Pulsoz sagosso ot aatiafaction dang Ia olo qul
Yous anvatit & travors lo miraclo do Dlou, comma
1ou100 la8 morvolllos of Ia bonutd avac losquolios
nous vIvons sur tarro
Lo concert commonca par uno phrase musicalo
joudo, aprds I'ntroduction do plano,
avec majosid par Harry Carnoy au saxophono
barylon, Cos six nolea symbollaont oo oix byl
omlors mots do la Biblo : vIn
au commoncomont
on Callfornio, ontroprand

I’ domando par t8laphono & Billy St
hospitaliaé & Now York (lo canc
V'omportora fo 31 mal 1967 falt dé|a son avuvre) do
9 8l promidros
rayhorn commenca o &

Incidommont,
otro Jamals loguol oo ¢
trololdmo fut trouvé & partir d'oux
beginning God so poursul pat un 8olo de Jimmy
plalro luldité, puls par un
o Brock Potors, ramplagant & Now York lo
créatour do I'cauvro, don Hondricks DuM\ Elling

nl question, nl répon
8 los plus Impraasion-
parfait

clon Tostament
uu a Gendso & Malachio on pa par fos llvros
s, poeliquas ol saplontaux. ENlinglon

louo o Belgnour au bon dea oulvren el oo cymba
, 109 plus hautos aspirations de I'omma étant
ymbollsdas par 'exirame aigu da la rompeia
do Cal Andergon ol I'ox1rémo viriuonitd du bat
tour Loulo Ballson... Quant au Nouveau Teata:
0voqué d'une
Tos
tamont par 'dnumération, sur un dabit de pius on
plun rapide, do lous sos Livres, do Malhiou b
I'Apocalypse, chacun étant ponaiud par le plano
¢'Ellington
D'autras cauvres ont 616 alabordas on vuo de ce
concort, dans lo drolt fil da Ia {radition des Gos:
pol 5o : Tell me it's the Truth, ol The Lord's
prayer, chantés par Esthor Marrdw, Will you be
there 9 Ain't bul the one, Inlorprétés par Jimmy
MaPhall ot lo Horman McCoy Cholr. Ces doux dor.
nibres ploces avalont 61 crédos par Duke Elling
ton dann «My poopls, lo show qu'll avalt pré.
800t on a00i 1003 & Chicago & I'occasion do la
ontury ol Nogro Prograssion Expositions
Gloal égalomont dana «My Paoplas, quo Bunny
Brigg, étonnant virtuase du tap-danaing prialt
dd]d & 8a manidro, & 'mage du joriglour da Notre:
Damao. David danced before the Lord with all his
might est constrult sur lo théma do Come Sun.
day, thome do spiritual tiré do a sullo «Black,
Brown and Bolgan, componde par lo Duko on
ot quo reprennont tour & tour Esther Marrow ot
Johnny Hodgos. C'ost pour ce darnler qu'Elling
ton avalt éorlt cotto sublimo mélodio : porsonno
no saura Jamals mioux uo Iul 0n oxprimet lo
chant profond, Enfln, New World a 0,
o 6000 an 1043 au Garnaglo Hall do Now
York par Duka Ellington au plano, accompagné
par son orcheslre, ot Joude lol on plano solo,
annonc un mondo mollleur, on un flou ot on uri
futur {rbs loignés, oi 'amour sora sans cond
1ion ol 0 aUCUN PTONOM No B0ra K880 bon pour
Diou,., Sans Jamala altéror sa musiquo, Ouke
Ellington, lo chof d'orchosire du Cotton Club, lo
pointra d'Harlom alr shaft o\ do Mood Indigo,
I'autour hddonisto do la Porfume Sulte ot do A
drum Is a Woman affirmo sa fol profonde aveo
force ot arlginalit, Plus qu'una curloolt, co pro
mior Concort Sacrd constituo ddns son couvre
uno étapo assoz Importanto pour qu'on y accordo
attention of rospact. Alnel 80 poureult choz RCA
uno Intdgralo aliingtonlanno ddja riche dos vingt-
quatro volumos do « Tho Warks of Duke » qul nous
avalont condults do 1927 & 1052
Claudo Carrloro

In 1065 Duko Ellington was Invited by Doan C.J.
Bartlott and tho Hoverond John . Yaryan to
prosont a concert of sacrod music In San Fran-
claco's Grace Cathodral 1o colobrate Its complo
tion and to participato In Its consecration, This
large now opiscopal cathodral stands on Nob
Hill, botwoen Callfornia Straot and Sacramento
HIll! Ellington doclarad at the time that ho saw
thia as an opportunity to oxpross openly what ho
had hitherto, on bandod knoas, oxpransed only to
himolf.
The conaort ook place on 16 th Saptombor, 1965
1t was given again at the Prosbyterlan Church In
Now York's Fifth Avonuo on the foliowing 26 th
Docomber, The succass of both thase porforman.
ces was ouch that thay woro ropaated at numo-
fous vonuos In tho Statos and In Britaln's
Covontry Cathedral, Duke regularly ronowod
theso concorta ovor the onsuing yoars and ho
counted them amongst the most Important work
of hia caror; tho third and last version was por
formod (o ‘rocordod by ACA) al Westminator
Abbey In 1973 during Duke's final European tour.
Ellington perhaps Iivad a full, fast lifo — as tho
sonsual toxtures of his music roadlly tostlfy —
but one must remambor that ho always remalnod
a forvent bollevor, Ho himsolf onco oxprossed It
a8 follows ; "So be wisa and natlaflod with the oy

boauty we live with and are oxposad 1o on oarth

Tho Gonaort begine with & musioal phrane consle
1I11g of 81X naten whiah, following the plano Intfo
duction, are malostically rendared by Harry Gar
fioy on barliona-sax, Thato e notes repragent
iho aix ylables of the frat four of tha
Blblo 11 the beginning God" When EllgIan,
ot that time In Callfornia, was composing the
muslo for thin first Sacrad Concert, ho phoned
Billy irayhorn in hospital In New York (the can
cor thal was 1o kill Sirayhorn on 31st May, 1967,
was alroady inflioting I1s (olf) 10 ank him to sof
1hona six nyllablos to musio, What Sirayhorn aub:
mitted started and finishod with oxactly the same
notes s the thome that Ellington himeelf had
composed; and of tho six noten only two wore dif
foront. Incidontally, o havo nover known which
of theso two thamo was aventually used, or whe:
thar a third one was developad from the amalga:
m ition of the two, /n the Beginning God canl
ith & boautifully fluld sola from Jimmy
, followod by o vocal by Brock Polo
ced Jon Hondrlcks on (hese Now York
Duke  Ellington,

mountain nor vallay, nelther night nor day, nel
ther poverty nor Cadlliac, nelther headache nor
asplrin, naithor amataur nor professional, neliher
quontion nor answer. There follows one of the
most Impressivo moments of the cancort, a per:
foot fusion of the sacred with Negro-American
musical tradition | over a beautiful Improvisation
by Paul Gonsalves on tenor-sax flows the cholr's
onumeration of the Booka of the Oid Testament,
from Goneals to Malach, Ellington proceeds o
praiso tho Lord with tho sound of brass and
cymbalo, man's highost aspirations being
symbolised by the oxireme upper ragister of Cal
Andoraon's trumpot and by the extreme virtuosity
of drummer Loulo Bollson, Moanwhilo, the Now
Tostamont has boon avoked |ust as Improolvely
by tho onumoration, atIncreasing 8pead, of allta
Books from 81. Matthow through to, the Apo:

calypso, oach punctuated by Ellington's plano,
Other workn composed for this conaeri” are
slearly based In the gospel-song tradition : Tel/
s the Truth and The Lord'a Prayor sung by

the Ono sung by Jimmy McPhall and the Herman
McCoy Gholr. The lattr are works Ouke mm cron:
, pro:

Pl
Bunny Briggs, that amazing tap-dance firtuoso,
had already prayed In his own particular fashion.
{oro, David Danced Before the Lord with All His
Might s conslructed sround the theme of Come

plrltual from , Brown and
Jito somposed by Elllnmon back In 1943,
Thore ara (o soparata varaiona of Come Sunday
[tsolf In this concart, one sung by Esthar Marrow
ind 1ho hor-an Inatrumontal faaturing Johnny
Hodgos, Ellington had In fact originally written
thia pleco for Hodgos, who has always remainod
unsurpassod In his Interprotation of Ita doeply
moving mossaga, Now World A Coming, a work
orformed by Duke accompaniod by hib orchos
fra at tho 1043 Carnaglo Hall concert, fa played
horo as a plano golo, It announcen a betler world,
otlil vory far away In place and time, whero love
snai bo uncondiional ‘and tha goodnosn of God
aupromo. Withou! In any way distorting or dilu:
Hing i music, Duke Elington — leader of tha
Colton Club Orchastra, the portrayer of Harlem
Alr Shaft and Mood Indlgo, hodonistic composer
orfume Sulte and Orum s a Woman —
umrmnmnwomund falth with great strength and
original
No moro cul\on\ly‘ this firat Concert of Sacrod
Mualc reprosonts an Important stage In
Ellington's work, and marits both attention and
rospoct. It providos a furthor miloatone In the
Franch RCA "Works of Duke" colloctlon, In which
24 volumaes govering the,perlod 1927 o 1952 have
alroady mado tholr appoaranco.

Translation by Don Waterhouse
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