


The Queen of England was In
London, the Earl of Harewood in
Ludl. and Dukoe Ellington in Las
sn It was the spring of 1958,
and plans were afoot for a fot
Inone of Yorkshire's mllor oltl
Yorkshire Is rather more than the
biggest county in England, Many
who live In it, and many who live
outside It, believe it to be the
veritable backbone of the
nation. York, rich in historic
background, Is the official clpltll.
Itonce rivaled London in
importance, but In the course of
ime Leeds (with

understandable objective, and a
!og al choice to omlnln
of the arts In Leed:
of Hal

rewood, whose
home lay a fow mlm to the
moreover, a cousin
and well known as
a connoisseur and patron of

Tﬁ' Earl's hvelhor. the Hon,

Gerald Lascelles agreat

lover of jazz, lnd he was

determined that it should be

represented at the hnlvnl by Iits
music|

unfamiliar

o

ed It might be helpful It
alled Ellington and
the situation to him,
Having worked for him and
recorded him earlier In his career,
she knew him 5
On the point of going to bed,
Ellington was in a mellow mood,
He had had a good breakfast and
some success ll Ktn

"'Bes| rz ing clu. my wife
e Queen will

whiskey than they were
accustomed to, missed the first
concert, but the other mullollnu
carried out their duti
that their absence wi n ly
noticed. Johnny Hodges was In a
particularly benign mood, having
successfully determined
beforehand which of all the fish-
and-chip lhopl in the area best
deservi P irgton,
as ulw-yl. rnu 1o th

responding to the dlnlngul

ludlonu‘l applause with wit and

, there was a red-carpet
mopllun and a magnificent
banquet at the Clvic Hall, where
Ellington and representatives of
the arts from Britain and Eu

waere presented to Her Ma| yp
and the Duke of Edinburgh.
remarked that the Queen m
longer to Ellington than to any of
he others, but afterward:

rofessed himself to hlvo been,
lor once, at a loss for words,
Howevel

It was

PM mormch lmlllng dcmumd.

having been thorou

beforehand.

The pl:ll::v:'l; |I\lgh|. l! a elmﬂllli

supper

o' oeds, bolh Elllnglm\ and ‘vllty
orn played plano In

uwnehllon of the warm

welcome they had everywhere

colved.

This gracious wnk-cnd made

sucha llrong mp on mn
fnn his return to

Ellington dtcldlﬂ to oxpml his
ratitude in a wholly n

ashion. He rwardod Thl aumu

Suite n hll own expense, had a

single copy pressed, and

nmngn for ts delivery to Queen

Elizabeth in Buckingham Palace.
In yur- that followed,
repeated efforts were ma

rosls and obstructed by
Elllnglan whu had no Intention of
nl:ncllnnlng its release in his

ox|
lutoblogrlphlul lusic Is My
evening we were

Invl
on route Io West
make a F The weather was
wonderful and it was just about
sunset when, halfway across
Florida, we passed a bird. We
didn't see it, but we heard its
beautiful call. We wero a |||l|. too
ushed for time, and
1o stop or go bac| l Ihlnk
bird, so | pulled out my pencil
M wrote that mly
phre | spent the next two
or thm dlyl whistling it to the
8, an

natives, and inquiring what klnd
of bt 10- %n
sang such mllody

bl utiful

Finally, | was convinced it had to

a mocking bird. | made an
orchestration around that malody
titled it Sunset and the Mocking
Blrd. And included it in The
Suite as one of the

ly experiences of my life.

Anothor numb'r that went into

the same sulte was written after
::norllnelnn adifferent display of
aul

o out ol Cincinnati |ll'

one nlq“ road to the ea
on the South !hon of the Ohlo
River, and got lost while

searching for the oounlwluh we
waore si

Into an gm where |ho sultry
:l\Nn"VI"II half-hidden by the

short, for there in lhll hu':: arena,
Wwith the trees as a ba

iy

ro, It seemed, millic
lightning bugs, dmlng in the alr,
Itwas a por'oet et setting, and

down below In a gully, Iike an
orchestra pit, could be Mm!
cmnklno of fr The n bc
I is hup!‘anw ulloe ngmnlnn

Cal
were
Quebec, to North Bay, Ontarlo, on
Route 17, m saw the greatest
dlnphy of all.

It soemed to un
ware two short
behind two tll
magnified Rldlo City while a
stage pmduo(lon was on, We
d not see the players, only
shadows lnd roflections of

erformors p luInF ack and
forth before a brilll lmly lit
backdrop. You could see the
course of the prima donna, the
rima ballerina, the heavy, and all
h- dancing and show girls, many
ln' formation. Il'lw" the

though we
nding -

ight up

my htld lh- umo thing we
going on. It was eerle, and rather
lorvl&lng. Billy Strayhorn did not

he wrote the music

after | told hlm about it.

"Northern Lights, to me,
represented majosty, whereas Lo
Sucrier Velours represented
. This Is the name the
French have for a bird whose
song Is sweet as sugar and who
fools as soft as velours. Another

ibout the Queen
ll\d all the gifts she brou M to
King Solomon. Besides all that
wealth of gold, silver and ivory,
lh'n were apes and pcuncko. To
llkl l::.lplcndor ofall mm The
llxlh mzwomm Tho Sir nalo Pml

ropresent
Elllng(on often played Im Inl
rub"e. dedicating it to
Ouun Elizabeth, who inspired it.
In the others, the mu tend to
90 to the arrangers al
ensembles, the mtmmn of the

poerloss reed section having a
speclal mpJonllbIll |o|m'|'? and

sep ly. 'y od n works.
his magic to great effect in the
opening movement.

The Goutelas Suite was Inspired
by another .mlqua occaslon In
Duke Ellington’s life, an occasion
with rather improbable
cmrlomllllu A thirteenth-
etmuvy chlm hud been
restored In te corner o
Frange, md hhndl of Elllnflon
Involved In the proj invited
him to inaugurate the completely
mmmhﬁwln as a sallo de
usique on 25 February, 1966.
me ohlldnn bearing flaming
torches lined the approach to the
chlltuu whou‘ before g'llylrm. he

“'I have bn r'y cltizen
of many cities md countries, but
the honor of participating in the
Innugumlon o' Goulolu h far
'M most m . To be
p celel bntll nbulldlnﬂ of

Ihll bnumul chateau by men
who came together from the
remes of nllgloul,
d Intellectual beliefs Is

m le

shi et Tmydld nol %
mtuly mlk| a donatlon that
others mlgm roll up their sleeves.
to work; t ty rolled up their own
sleeves and worked. To be
accepted by these huolc hum-n
gooln'gn Iolnvu me breal

thi Ilﬂod the

mmooa lo which Ell

'I“ mankind could and s|
ol

The fanfare lor brass and rhythm
Is followed by Ellington's first
awed Impression of Goutelas as
he walks through the avenue of
torches, Got-with-Itness had
several titles, including /e Bralot,
but eventually came to Illullulo

atone |Imn Brot (for Brothers), at
other Gout (for Goutelas), but
the heart of the suite It conveys
Elllnqlon'n overall picture of the
vc i, Ihl building and the
oc n. It Is at once serious and
mylmlnu ly gothic, the nlnd of
the master being everyw!
apparent in lhc lenl»r mluﬂng
tone colors. Turney
highly urpmmh here, lnd at
times it is combined with

Mlmm‘l alto and Joh \r\
Io: lmmpﬁ. wrl:o Carneoy

com mi go wllh |h
melancholy but
ovocative figure; pm
\.JP" like the horns d, flrst

ith derbies, then with eup
mutes; and the two tenors pace
stealthily In unison. The sun rises
again for Having At It, where Paul
Gonsalves and the brass roll up
sloeves.

The UWIS Suite also derives from
a pnlod whnn Elllnoﬁon 's m
Work wi four-lett

code mln 'or Idon tification, In
this , the reference Is to the
Unlwulty of Wlu:onlln. Mldllon.
where -long Ellingtor

wll himself 0
"mnlcr" eluul At nlgm. ﬂvo

different concerts were give:

culmlnlu wnh N ht of swm.
Goutolas Sum.

ponlonl of The Queen's Suite,

and the newly created UWIS Suite
were |

rmed. The wi

movtmtnll of the Iul lu lII
: ted here. At Madison, a

ind o! improvl uquet

receded them. 'Solo reflections

the plano player on the
beautiful piop
or In Wisc ow
Elllnglon dncrlm It In his book*
re, 100, the polka wi ayed

wrote, “‘of when, many years .
before, Yank Yankovic invited our
band to participate in a polka ball,
at whk.;n llboull elight pol lu blndl
wtu in

pﬂ Il’l klm‘; ':ﬂ Inl-rminlon
lmll:llon. but | had a
expert write some lpcclll
arrangements for us beforehand,
and when we up with
them the polka musicians all fell
out. Louls Bellson proved himself
a lnlzmlc polka drummer that
night.*

TM UWIS polka (or Klop) had
rllnm a month before.

“If 1 give you blell the uwbuck 1

rom

borrow
Ellington said ono ug o
dinner, "will you go jown to the
Colony Record Si op ln get
some polka records?"

. Incredulous, | departed on this

unexpected d, and was
reeted at the store by equally
incredulous salesmen. Upon my
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THE\ELLINGTON SUITES
THE QUEEN'S SUITE

SUNSET AND THE MOCKING DIRD -

1'A6

2, LIGHTNING DNUGS AND FROGS « 2'a0

3, LE SUCRIER VELOURS - 2'a2

4, NORTHERN LIGHTS - 2'2)

5, THE SINGLE PETAL OF A ROSE
6. APES AND PEACOCKS « J'00

Al titles 1 Ellington-Strayhorn
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Produced by Duke Ellington
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THE ELLINGTON SUITES

THE. GOUTELAS SUITE
1. FANFARE . 0'20 2, GOUTELAS - 1'10
J, GET-WITH-ITNESS - 1'02 4, SOMETHING « 5'2]
B, HAVING AT IT « 3'J0 6, FANFARE - 0'29
All titles 1+ Ellington

THE UWIS SUITE
1. UWIS -« 7'a8 2, KLOP .
3. LOCO MADI - 6'00

All titles 1 Ellington

DUKE ELLINGTON
, Produced by Duke Ellington
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