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The first run-down of Amad provoked considerable banter. “I
wish you wouldn’t re-arrange the arrangements, Herbie,”
Ellington told copyist Herbie Jones. After hearing the playback,
he relented somewhat. “It isn't as bad as they said it was,” he
modestly commented on his and Strayhorn’s joint handiwork.
And what really amused him about the mynah bird’s unedifying
raspberry at the end of The Bluebird of Delhi, was the fact that it
was the only answer the bird ever made to Strayhorn’s repeated
efforts at conversation throughout his stay.

One can conclude from this collection alone that the United
States was seldom so well served in musical diplomacy as it was
by Duke Elllington and his orchestra.

— STANLEY DANCE, 1995
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DUKE ELLINGTON AND HIS ORCHESTRA: Cootie Williams, William “Cat” Anderson, trum-
pets; Mercer Ellington, Herbie Jones, trumpets and flugelhorns; Lawrence Brown, Buster
Cooper, Chuck Connors, trombones; Jimmy Hamilton, clarinet (and tenor sax); Johnny
Hodges, alto sax; Russell Procope, alto sax (and clarinet); Paul Gonsalves, tenor sax;
Harry Carney, baritone sax; Ellington, piano; John Lamb, bass; Rufus Jones, drums.
Recorded in New York City on December 19 - 21, 1966.

1. TOURIST POINT OF VIEW 5:09 8. AMAD 4:26

2. BLUEBIRD OF DELHI (MYNAH) 3:18 9. AD LIB ON NIPPON 11:34

3. ISFAHAN 4:02 10. TOURIST POINT OF VIEW (alternate take) 4:58
4. DEPK 2:38 11. BLUEBIRD OF DELHI (alternate take) 3:08
5. MOUNT HARISSA 7:40 12. ISFAHAN (alternate take) 4:11

6. BLUE PEPPER (FAR EAST OF THE BLUES) 3:00 13. AMAD (alternate take) 4:15

7. AGRA > 3¢

Reissue produced by Orrin Keepnews
Executive Producer: Brian Bacchus

Annotation by Stanley Dance and Orrin Keepnews
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