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1.INA SENTIMENTAL MOOQOD Y 0 BHARP BLUES
(ENingrton-Mills Kuris) AGCAP 2,28 (Duke Ellinglen) ABCAP 202

2, THINGS AIN'T WHAT THEY USRD TO BE ‘ 2,PASSION FLOWER

(Marcger Ellington-Ted Parsons) AGCAP 2:82 ’ ~ (Dily SBtrayhorn-Milton Raskin) AHLCAP 3102
J, REFLECTIONS IND : 3, JANET

(Duke Ellington) ASCAP 2120 v (Duke Ellington) q AGCAP 2170
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. WHO KNOWS? 5 . RETROSPECTION

(Duke Bilingten) ABCAP 2:94 - (Duke Bllinbeon) ABCAP 2:066
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(Duke Bllington) AGCAP 2110 : - (Duke Ellington) ASCAP 1183
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(Enington-Gordon-Miils) ABCAP 2100 y (Duke Ellington) ASCAP 2:20
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In the months of April, May and June 1967 a tv film was made
of Duko Ellington for the Bell Telophone Hour. Somowhero in a
after the closing of the curtain, Ellington sat af the pia-

gan 10 play a fast ploco of something that soundod

i ragtime. At a cortain point Duk had troublo with ita
execution, started laughing and said: “That's tho firat thing |
played, that's the Soda Fountain Rag - just the boginning. |
can't play it anymore, ifs 100 hard and | cant fingor it any

wd Kennedy Ellington was bom
099, the son of Jam

in ington on April
s Edward (m) Ellington and Daisy
His only sistor Ruth wa oon yoars la
Mothor Daisy played 1 ,mwullnmv,
10 of four | ) » Rosary. It is said ho
started crying becouse ho Ilmml it 5o boautitul, Anyway, in
1906 he got his fi 5 from a lady romomborod a3
Mis. Klingsdalc xactly dig tho things
wroto down for tho
stod in drawin.
ally in the field of post s happened during his yoar
00! (Fobruary 1914 - June 1917) and ho
holarship o the Pratt Institute of Appliod
in Brooklyn. By that timo, however, ho had discoverod
raglime and roturned 10 the piano,
During his lator yoars in high school the young piano plo
s named Duke at the age of cight by Ralph Groon, o
influenced by Edna Thompson, who playod
classical piono. Sho mado him study with Emast Amos, tho
music loachar at Armstrongs. Whon he really got involved with
music ho wont 1o Dunbar High's Honry Grant. Among the pu
pils wore Otto Hardwicke and Artio Whetsol, who later playod
Duko's band. Inspired by the music of for
- Johnson, who onc
loadir
 compoged h puntain Rag ot tho Poodle Dog
Ho eamnad 5o much monoy that in the year after ho loft
Armstrong ho was able to marry Edna Thompson and st up a
family. Their son Morcer was born that same yoar, 1918,
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Elmor Snowden’s ity Orch ho

ingtonians cul o tost rocord for Victor on Oclober 18,

923, some months after thair second arrival in Now York. In
addition to banjo playor € and th o, m..

tho record has not been (uuml wuH
nover know what tho music sounded like. One yoar lator thero
Is anothor lost mastor with Sidnoy Bochet in tho band, but
then we have Novomber 1924: a record company r\mn-d |\v.
Disc and singor Albarta Primo, With Sonny voca
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e

mor Sonn;

hear tho 25-yoar-old Duke Elington play some beautitul

in the grand Harlom tradition, Stride piano is Harlom's v

of ragtimo: a jumping with tho lolt hond meinly in
tontha and tho malody In strong rhythma ot the right

Although since tho fiftios Duke Ellington goos up to tho miko,
tolls the audience that the orchos about 1o perform Rock
in’ in Rhythm, but points out nm first “our piano playor will
stoal the show”, for many ho wi
solo at longth. On Oc ober 1, 1920
Portrait of Floronco Mills) and Swampy Rivor for Okoh without
And it wasn't until tho fiftios that Duko
qularly with just his piano plus
n Ellington startod out 10 try his
v, thoro was ono specific re
and hoard rent party piano s Brown,
Doc Porry, Lester Dishman, pronco Bowser and Louis Tho
piano roll
i flashing loft hand, ho noticod tho s
nd ho docided to becomo a pianist himsol
2 groat succoss with the
the famous bandloader,
50 o groot tor of coro
n0 that much anymoro. In 1960,
Stanloy Dance published in The World of
Duko Ellington (Scribnors, Now York) tho lto player John
ny Hodgos stato: ‘| I'iko Duko of cour
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When ho wants to, he can really play. Ho got

of playing, but you novor can loll how much he

play

Ellington and tho band did thair first date for € Wm.un il 6,
1953 and camo up with what turned out 1o bo a cla: 3
Doll. Or ok lator, for tho first timo in his ifo Duko inglon
bogan o record oxlonaivoly No loss than fourtoen
titlos, m m,\, compositions by himaH, woro tapod that y
Thoy'ro
Fivo tunos w standards alre: ntimental
Mood, All Too Soon, Prolude To A K srcor's Things Ain't
What They Used To Bo and Stra
from Ellington's Porfume
>mp for Boginnors.
Kinda Duk
tho 1930 compos
w a3 wol

Rhythm. The
nd writton by Ellington for thos

a ragtime pianist moro than half a
ury ago. Through the years he doveloped into ono of th
sts using very modern harmony, most of it his
own conception. But whon ho want

quite often, ho goes back into his

Duko Ellington startod out o

finost ba:
own invention, all of it his
to, and luckily this happe
own history and plays stride.
MICHIEL DE RUYTER
(NOS Radio, Holland)
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THE ORIGINAL MONOPHONIC RECONDINGS

SIDE A:
1.IN A SENTIMENTAL MOOD
IRVING MILLS

(DUKE ELLINGTON
MANNY KURTZ)
2, THINGS AIN'T WHAT THEY USED TO BE
(MERCER ELLINGTON - TED PERSONS)
3. REFLECTIONS IN D

(DUKE ELLINGTON)

4. WHO KNOWS ?

(DUKE ELLINGTON)

5. MELANCHOLIA

(DUKE ELLINGTON)

6. ALL TOO SOON

(DUKE ELLINGTON - CARL SIGMAN)

7. PRELUDE TO A KISS
(DUKE ELLINGTON - IRVING GORDON
IRVING MILLS)

SIDE B

1. B. SHARP BLUES
(DUKE ELLINGTON)
2, PASSION FLOWER
(BILLY STRAYHORN)
3. JANET

(DUKE ELLINGTON)
4. RETROSPECTION
(DUKE ELLINGTON)
5. DANCERS IN LOVE
(DUKE mlru'mu\
6. NIGHT TIM

(DUKE lmm.nm
7. KINDA DUKISH
(DUKE ELLINGTON)

BILLY STRAYHORN)

DUKE ELLINGTON TRIO
A4, B1, B2, B4 and 05

Duko Elinglon (plano), Wondoll Marshal (bass) and Bulch Ballard
(drums). - Recorded In Los Angelas, April 13, 10

. AS - AT and 03
idem, Am.m 195

07
Duke Elinglon (planc), Wendoll Marahall (bnsa), Davo. Dlack
(drums). - Rocorded in New York City, Decombor 3

Idam, add Ralph Collr (conga). - Recorded In Chicago, Decom
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