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T ELLINGTON AND HIS ONCHESTRA

from The Tremsuwey of IMMORYAL

THIS

IS DUKE KLLINOTON

PERFORMANCES

and his Orchestira
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band at that time included
who were still with Ellington In 1952, Juan Tizol
and Harry Carney, It contained virtually all the
soloists who, during and since their lengthy tenure
in the orchestra, achieved the greatest degree of
International acclaim and artistic achievement

All eight arrangements were written by Elling
ton himsell; all but one (Chloe) are the Duke’s
own compositions. In these performances can be
found the essence of everything that is unique
about this man and the perfectly integrated unit
around which he wove his music

Do Nothin’ Till You Hear From Me, one of
Duke's most popular song hits, was originally re-
corded in the version presented hero, as Concerto
Cootie Williams' versatile trumpet

Jor Cootie

found an ideal medium of expression, both in the
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bar theme offerec
s piano, with Bigard and the warr
saxophone of Ben Webster |
lnter
Harlem Air Shaft canters along to the »
unison saxes

proceeding to a series of breaks

wolos are allotted to Rex Steward, Bigard and
Cootie
Warm Valley, its exquisite melody outlined by
Johnny Hodges' alto sax, was ‘Ellington's radio
theme for some time and is still recalled by many
of his devotees as Duke’s greatest record ever
Ko-Ko ls a superb cameo of mood music. Basi

cally a minor-keyed blues, it introduces the theme
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wopular song mes

Duke uses it for a vehiclo t
s of Tricky Sam, Bigard, Brown,
Blanton, Coc nd Webster
Wallace Jones leads the trumpets, Otto Hard
wick plays alto sax; with Fred Guy's guitar and
Sonny Greer's drums they complets the band
and, we might add, in doing so they round out
what still remains the completest, most compelling
orchestra ever heard in the turbulent history of

jazz,
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